
Search Engines 

When you do not know the exact address (URL) for a Web site or if you 
want to look for information on a certain topic, you will want to use a 
search engine. A search engine is a program that allows you to locate 
particular information. Many different search engines are on the Web. 
They do have some similarities, however. Somewhere on their Web page 
is a to enter the topic you are looking for. You type the word or phrase 
and then click the search button (not the one on the toolbar of the 
browser). The search engine will then display the matches — links to the 
Web sites that match your search. Every search engine works and looks 
differently. To use a search engine most effectively, first study its Help 
sections to get familiar with its techniques. Search engines may be 
grouped into three different types: 
 
Directories: These list carefully selected Internet sites, which 
are collected and organized by people. They are good for 
finding information on general topics. You can find information by 
browsing through a list of topics and clicking on the links. An example of a 
directory is! (www.yahoo.com).  
 
Search Engines: A search engine uses a program that 
automatically fetches Web pages. It then uses another program 
that reads the retrieved Web pages and puts them in some kind of order 
based on the words found in the Web pages. They are good for finding 
information on distinctive or obscure topics. You can find information by 
typing in your search term. Some search engines also have subject 
directories. An example of a search engine is (www.google.com). 
 
Meta-Search Engines: Meta-Search Engines allow you to do 
your search in many search engines at once. In most of them 
you lose the ability to use sophisticated search techniques, but it's a quick 
way to do simple searches to gather as much information as possible. 
They are also useful tools for comparing search engines. An example of a 
meta-search engine is (www.dogpile.com).  

 
 


